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look at these things in perspective and we can't continue to go
without trying, one, to make some compromise in connection with
this. I think we t hought, as a result from yesterday' s
discussion, there is an ef fort to try and reduce what the
Appropriations Cceaaittee has had in its determination, and this
is a good faith effort to do that. If we can't do this, I think
that, as you probably saw, there are not that many cuts that you
can make in the appropriation budget directly, so it's going to
have to come in the form of K-16 education. It's going to come
out of K-12, it's going to come out of the university, the state
colleges and the conaaunity colleges. That's the only place left
to make substantial cuts. And so I think that what we' re trying
to do is c ome t o s ome kind of a middle ground. There was an
effort yesterday to say let's have a middle ground, and I think
this is a good f aith effort to d o th at. We ' ve kept the
university, the state colleges and the comnunity colleges
proportionate in their reductions as we have continued to do
that in the Appropriations Coaanittee, as Senator Beutler has
said . As f ar as wh a t t o o k pl a c e l a s t ni gh t , I t h i nk t hat ' s an
i llustration of a good f aith effort on the p art o f th e
Legislature to try to reduce the size of government, which I
thought our Governor was talking about. We need to reduce the
size of government, so we reduce it, but it's in his area and so
now we have a problem as far as he's concerned. So I think that
we have to keep these things in perspective. We have tried to
make an appropriate reduction and I think it shows how difficult
it is, when you have an established agency of the government,
how d i f f i cu l t i t i s t o cut f r om t h em . So on c e y o u d o i t , t hey
don't like that, but they' re going to have to try and make some
adjustments . Ot he r s t at es h a v e made t ha t k i nd o f an ad j u s t ment
and I don't recall anybody referring to their actions as absurd.
And so I t h i nk t hat w e h av e t o r ea l l y t r eat our r espon s i b i l i t y
w ithou t . . .ce r t ai n l y wi t h o u t ca l l i ng n a mes, w i t h ou t t al k i n g a b o u t
arm-twisting, of which I saw none. But anyway, I think that now
w e need t o s e r i o u s l y v i e w t h e f a c t t h i s i s t he sev e n t y - n i n t h d a y
of the Legislature. We hav e to come t o some kind of an
agreement . I t ' s up t o u s t o d o t h a t a n d t h i s i s a g oo d f a i t h
e f f o r t t o a ch i ev e t ha t ag r eem e n t . I w o u l d ur ge you r
c onsidera t i o n o f t hi s f avo r a b l y . Tha n k y o u .
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